
Dear Friends!
It is my great pleasure to greet you all on the week a4er Easter and 
wish you wonderful closeness with God! The cross on Golgotha hill 
and an empty tomb are the things that don’t let us stay in the past 
but move forwards with the greatest mo?va?on and strength that 
God has given us! Let us have never-ending passion and strength to 
keep pursuing! 

Quite a long ?me has passed since my last leCer. Thank you all, who 
have asked how we are doing and how the construc?on works of the 
new church are going. The past months have been extremely busy. 
God has opened a lot of doors and we have had the great pleasure to 
speak into peoples’ lives with the Word of God. 
Even though our temporary church rooms are near the edge of town, 
we have s?ll felt the joy of people coming together ☺ It was our great 
privilege to see hundreds of children come to our Christmas land 
with their parents. (pictures are on this link) 
We had the chance to rent the most beau?ful white halls in Rakvere  
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Dear friends: 

Days, weeks and even months pass quickly and without taking a 
pause or looking back at things we can easily forget all the amazing 
things that have happened. But what’s more important, we can lose 
sight of the rela?onships around us, which are our journey’s biggest 
blessing. 
That’s why I want to look back, before I share with you our upcoming 
plans. 

We’re so grateful that we can live in a place where we can see Him 
working amongst us. 
There was a lot of confusion in the spring about this summer’s 
church gatherings (That why, we planned a couple of open ear 
mee?ngs in the early summer. Mid summer picnic in Avispeal  & 
forest church in Vainupea) but thankfully the situa?on in Estonia has 
been great. In May (when we celebrated our church’s birthday and 
laid the cornerstone for the new building) there were many 
restric?ons for gathering, but in June they began to ease, and we 
managed to meet with reasonable measures. 

 

Picture from mid summer picnic

https://photos.app.goo.gl/GL7AiVSNA6EQiPKaA
https://photos.app.goo.gl/o1DsGNowXzS6T67MA


Summer:

We decided to hold camps both for the children and the youth. 
When we look back at spring, studies show that young people were 
the most affected by quaran?ne and we felt that we wanted to do 
something for them. I am so grateful for the extraordinary team with 
whom we could organise the two camps. In youth camp we had 
about 80 people and in children’s camps we saw about 170 children/
young people (a short video of the children's camp can be seen 
here). We clearly saw how important those days together were, God 
moved people through friendships, sermons, worship, intercession 
etc. Many gave their lives to Jesus and we can only say that it was 
wonderful. 

What’s more, on June 26th we had a special day when we could 
ordain Sven-Joonatan Siibak as our second pastor. It’s been already 
more than a year since Joonatan and his wife Helin moved to 
Rakvere. Even if his main job is with The Union of Free Evangelical 
and Bap?st Churches of Estonia, their contribu?on in Rakvere has 
been priceless. 
Sven-Joonatan’s main responsibility in Karmel is youth work but he is 
contribu?ng in preaching and leading the church, also helping out in 
different projects (video gree?ng can be seen here   and pictures 
here ). 

Picture from ordina?on day

https://youtu.be/3UNQSWxX6Ng
https://youtu.be/3UNQSWxX6Ng
https://youtu.be/1HIKID_wOi4
https://photos.app.goo.gl/5TjgzUXLDAcy8knK7
https://photos.app.goo.gl/5TjgzUXLDAcy8knK7


Now about things ahead:

In August we had a pause from all the “extra” events, but now life is 
in full swing once again :) 
On 25-26th of September our churches youth leader with her team is 
organising PP (Estonia’s biggest chris?an event for young people) 
which due to the risk of infec?on is held in 3 places all over Estonia 
with one main studio. One of the loca?ons is Rakvere! This means 
that this upcoming weekend will be filled with a lot of exci?ng things, 
but also a lot of work and challenges :) 
In November many of our church members are contribu?ng to 
Estonia’s biggest leadership conference, GLS, organisa?on.  Times like 
these show us that leaders need a good environment, where they 
could be filled and have a chance to gather their thought to con?nue 
working with courage and knowledge. That’s the reason I’ve said yes 
to be on the stage (which this year is a studio) and be one of the 
moderators, to contribute as much as possible in those leader’s lives. 

December is going to be especially exci?ng for our church, but more 
on that below :) 
 

GLS

PP

https://ppfestival.ee/
https://ppfestival.ee/
http://www.gls.ee
http://www.gls.ee


Construction of the new church building: 

It’s been almost a year since we started with the new building (the 
official date is October 22nd, 2019, real work on the site started in 
November). In 10 months, we have taken a huge step towards our 
dreams. You’ve already seen photos of two important events, but I’ll 
s?ll men?on them today. On 22nd of April we had our “ra4er-
party” (Pictures gallery) and on the 30th of may we laid the 
cornerstone (Pictures gallery) . On top of those two events, on the 
30th of August we could invite people in for a tour in the new 
building. This was all thanks to the construc?on company who let 
people see for themselves and touch the new building :) 
There was a short pause in our plans because of a underground 
electric cable (removal took us 4 months) which thank God is in the 
past now and we have con?nued with other parts. 
Also  construc?on company change exchanged them project 
manager so for a month and a half we con?nued with a slower pace, 
but the construc?on never stopped :) 
I should men?on that Estonian construc?on market is very “hot” 
even in quaran?ne, almost every other sector has taken a hit because 
of COVID-19 but construc?on has grown. The reason for this has 
been the projects started when other plans were stopped. That has 
been one of our challenges-to find workers and companies. And all 
that for a reasonable price :) But thanks to God and our amazing 
team, everything has been under control. 
Our building process can be seen here through photos and videos  
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https://virumaateataja.postimees.ee/6956366/karmeli-kirikuhoone-ehitusel-jouti-teistmoodi-sarikapeoni
https://virumaateataja.postimees.ee/6985954/galerii-karmeli-koguduse-hoonele-asetati-nurgakivi
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL77pOSUWcUDT0TDiOMXlBVMMcZ9t878He


Looking ahead: 
We have reason to hope, that we can hold our Christmas sermon in 
the new building :) We have named this “Home for Christmas”! Truth 
be told there is s?ll a lot of work to be done to get there, but the 
company has said that our dreams are not utopia and they are doing 
their best so we could use the main hall and the basement for 
Christmas. Then we could con?nue the process in the lobby and 
youth centre. It’s important for us that we could get our rooms to the 
middle of the city. We have seen how the distance has affected 
young people and children who have a hard ?me coming. It’s not a 
big challenge for adults :) But if we want to serve the next genera?on 
and Rakvere’s community we want to move for Christmas. 
We planned that the first stage of construc?on would end with 
having a roof, doors and windows so that the building would be 
weather proof but now we have decided that it will end when we 
have heat, electricity and water. All to use the rooms as quickly as 
possible. 

Today we are looking at 50 000.- / 60 000.- euros to finish the first 
stage. It has been a miracle that we’ve managed to collect 
1 056 000.-! 
The truth is that there is a long way to go. For the whole building to 
be ready and finished according to plans we s?ll need about 
800 000.- (cost of the whole building will be about 1 900 000.-). We 
have felt the grace of God through our own people and also people 
who are far away. It gives us courage and faith, that we can overcome 
this obstacle! 

To put our dreams into short phrases then: 
“2020 Home for Christmas” 
“2021 finished for Christmas” so that everything would be ready 

With our team and church we are so thankful that you’re our role 
models in caring, praying and suppor?ng what we do! 



We’re so grateful that you’re s?ll serving with us. If you wish to 
support us with a one-?me dona?on or you wish to become our 
partners then both op?ons would be great help to us. 

We are very grateful for Bill Ankerberg who has let us use his non-
profit organisa?on for Americans who want to contribute in the 
God’s work that is happening in Rakvere. 
NGO: Chris?an Concern, P O Box 1818, Whiqer, CA. 90609. 
For more informa?on please click the link 

Donors can mail checks made out to Chris?an Concern with a 
nota?on „Karmel construc?on“ 
Chris?an Concern will: 
- send each donor a non-profit tax receipt slip and return envelope 
for future dona?ons 
- email us lis?ng the donor names, dates & amounts as they come in 
- not charge a fee from the dona?on given 
Contact person Bill Ankerberg, e-mail  bill@converge.org 

But if you wish you can transfer the money straight to our local bank 
account 
EEKBKL Rakvere Karmeli kogudus EE171010502001278002 
All informa?on you fan find from our website  
www.karmel.ee/karmelchurch 

Once again thank you! We wish you abundance in God’s blessings! 
I hope situa?ons will change soon and we’ll meet face-to-face.  
Un?l then we’ll meet through internet :) 

On behalf of the congrega?on 
Gunnar with family 

The picture was taken on 1.09,  
when school starts in Estonia

http://www.karmel.ee/karmelchurch

